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Carson Cortez

From: Luerkens, Chris (ECY) <CLUE461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2023 3:01 PM
To: Carson Cortez
Cc: rollinh@sehome.com; Yunge, Chad (ECY)
Subject: RE: Sumas SSD Permit Submittal
Attachments: 22-06-04 BAHA1 Memo (2).pdf

Hi Carson and Rollin, 
 
Thank you for providing the shoreline permit submi�al materials. Addi�onally, on 6/13/2023, Ecology received a SEPA 
MDNS from the City of Sumas for this project.   
 
On June 12, 2022, Ecology received a request from Mazdak Interna�onal Inc (Baha Abulnaga) to construct a warehouse 
on the subject property. The proposal would require fill of a 5,315 square feet category IV wetland per the applica�on. 
In a le�er from the Army Corps of Engineers dated July 6, 2021, the applicant was provided a jurisdic�onal 
determina�on that the subject wetland is not a water of the US. Washington State regulates waters of the state, 
including wetlands. The applicant has requested an Administra�ve Order from Ecology to fill the wetland. 
 
At this point Ecology has received several documents from the applicant including:  

- JARPA, signed on 2/6/2021 
- SEPA checklist dated 5/16/2021 
- Cri�cal Areas Assessment dated 3/7/2018 
- Memorandum from Douglass Consul�ng, dated 6/3/2022. This memo provides a rough cost es�mated for 

wetland mi�ga�on. 
 
I have informed Baha Abulnaga that prior to comple�ng our review of the request for a permit to fill wetland, a wetland 
mi�ga�on must be submi�ed and approved by Ecology. The mi�ga�on plan should be consistent with joint mi�ga�on 
guidance document for Washington State (Wetland Mi�ga�on in Washington State, Part 1: Agency Policies and 
Guidance (Version 2)). Ecology may request addi�onal informa�on during our applica�on review in order to evaluate 
whether the project meets state water quality standards and complies with the mi�ga�on sequence process. 
 
To date Ecology has not received a wetland mi�ga�on plan for the proposal. The applicant has indicated the desire to 
purchase wetland mi�ga�on bank credits. Unfortunately, there are currently no mi�ga�on banks with service areas that 
cover the subject site. Per the joint mi�ga�on guidance, agencies may authorize out of service area purchase of bank 
credits if it is demonstrated to be environmentally preferable over other compensatory mi�ga�on op�ons. Addi�onally, 
the applicant must obtain authoriza�on from the Interagency Review Team (IRT) when reques�ng to use out of service 
area credits. Based on the informa�on provided, it is likely that Ecology would approve the use of credits from the Skagit 
Environmental Bank to compensate for this proposal. Prior to submi�ng a bank use plan, the applicant should provide a 
mi�ga�on plan that considers mi�ga�on op�ons.  
 
Per the guidance, if the proposal is not within the service area of a mi�ga�on bank, then the applicant should pursue 
permi�ee-responsible mi�ga�on. This would include considera�on of appropriate in mi�ga�on op�ons within the 
watershed, on site mi�ga�on, or off site and/or out of kind mi�ga�on.  
 
Chris Luerkens | Shorelands & Wetlands Permit Specialist | Department of Ecology | 360-255-4399 | cell: 360-410-4807 
|chris.luerkens@ecy.wa.gov 
 
This communication is a public record and may be subject to disclosure as per the Washington State Public Records Act (RCW 42.56) 
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From: Carson Cortez <CCortez@cityofsumas.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2023 11:13 AM 
To: ECY RE SMP (SEA) <ECYreSEAsmp@ECY.WA.GOV> 
Cc: Yunge, Chad (ECY) <CYUN461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Barney, Stephanie (ECY) <BARS461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Luerkens, Chris 
(ECY) <CLUE461@ECY.WA.GOV>; rollinh@sehome.com 
Subject: Sumas SSD Permit Submittal 
 
Hello, 
 
A Shoreline Substan�al Development Permit Applica�on to the City of Sumas by Baha Abulnaga. Along with the SSD 
Permit is a Condi�onal Use Permit and a Variance Permit. Sumas would like to submit these as well for the Department 
of Ecology’s review. A�ached will be the JARPA Form submi�ed by the applicant, as well as the SEPA checklist, 
addi�onal correspondence, and site plans. Included in a separate email will be the other related materials. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Carson Cortez 
City Planner 
City of Sumas 
P.O. Box 9 
433 Cherry St. 
Sumas, WA 98295 
(360) 988 - 5711 
 
From: rollinh@sehome.com <rollinh@sehome.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2023 10:54 AM 
To: Carson Cortez <CCortez@cityofsumas.com> 
Cc: Yunge, Chad (ECY) <CYUN461@ECY.WA.GOV>; 'Barney, Stephanie (ECY)' <BARS461@ECY.WA.GOV>; 'Luerkens, Chris 
(ECY)' <CLUE461@ECY.WA.GOV> 
Subject: Sumas SSD Permit Submittal 
 
Carson,  
 
When you submit the Abulnaga shoreline permit applica�on documents to Ecology via e-mail, please cc Chad, Stephanie 
and Chris from Ecology so that they are in the loop.  
 
Thanks,  
Rollin 
 
Rollin H. Harper, Principal 
Sehome Planning and Development Services 
103 E. Holly Street, Suite 206 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
(360) 733-6033 
 


