City of Sumas Mayor/Council and Planning Commission October 9, 2023
Sumas City Hall
433 Cherry St.
P.O.Box 9

Sumas, WA 98295

Re: Public hearing on Rezone Mini-Warehouse — parcel #40040357252

Esteemed Mayor and Council members,

This letter is in regard to a letter that | received from the City of Sumas about the public hearing for the
proposed comprehensive plan map amendments and site rezone — Notice of Public Comment period
and Public Hearing having to do with a pending application from Brad Heppner and Jason Heutink for a
comprehensive plan amendment and site specific re-zone to change the current zoning of a property
located within City limits from Business — General to Business — Mini-Warehouse.

This site-specific rezone included an approximately 2.5-acre property (owned by Whatcom County Fire
District 14) located northeast of the intersection of Sumas Avenue and Cherry Street (SR 9) within City
limits. The specific location of the site is: 1400 Block of Sumas Avenue with the NE % of the NE % of
Section 3, Township 40 North, Range 04 East of W.M. within Sumas WA. The Whatcom County
Accessor’s parcel numbers are 40040357252.

This letter is in response to the opportunity to submit written comments concerning this issue.

I am a resident of Sumas for many years and live at 1245 Sumas Ave — within 300’ of the property with
the proposed change of zoning. | have many concerns in regard to the proposed zoning change and | do
not believe that changing the zoning to Business- Mini warehouse is a good idea.

There are many commercial areas in more industrial areas where the mini-warehouse designation

would be more fitting. The property in the city that is currently zoned Business — Mini warehouse is
tucked away from the main flow of traffic and main view of those passing through the city. Mini
warehouse/storage facilities should reside in industrial areas and not directly adjacent to residences, city
parks, or main city street. The Mini Warehouse designation does not fit with the adjacent zoning in the
area and would be in a prominent location in the town almost directly off of the main roadway in and
out of town.

If you drive into town on the highway and enter our town — as you pass the welcome to Sumas sign the
first thing you see is the 8’ high security fence surrounding Mini storage units. This does not promote
the city or give those passing through a good impression of the city. It is realized that this is Business
general property but feel this designation is more fitting than a Mini warehouse designation. The
existing zoning or almost any other zoning designation would be better than mini-warehouse in this
location —right next to SR 9 and the City Park. The current and future zoning seem better suited to the
city and the rest of Cherry Street.

Another concern with this property is the displacement of water. This property is low and holds water.
Fill has been added to this property before we have seen displacement of water because of this. When



there are large rain events and water pools — it drains on adjacent properties and eventually over Noble
Steet and on to my property. Currently the land does not absorb or contain all this water. Given the
fact that with the Mini Warehouse Zoning a large area of the property will be covered by building or the
required asphalt paving. This will not allow any water to filter into the ground in these areas.

During the latest large flood event this whole property was underwater by 1’ - 2’. Presumably if Mini-
Warehouse were built the owners and occupants of the mini warehouse facilities would want their
possessions to be and remain dry. This would mean that this area would need to be built up to fill in this
low spot, be brought up so that it did not flood, or need flood venting in which the water would need to
flow through. Being an adjacent property, we are very concerned about where any potential puddling
water or flood water would go and how a development in this location would affect water containment
and flow.

In the City of Sumas Zoning - Business - Mini Warehouse designation section 20.46.050 Security — the
requirements call for anti-personnel fencing 8’ high as required. We do not think this would iook good
on a main thorough fair through the city, by a city park, or by the adjacent residences.

I do not think that it would be wise to proceed with a change of zoning to Mini Warehouse.

Please feel free to contact me or let me know if you would like me to speak with you.

We are opposed to this being re-zoned to allow mini warehouse in our neighborhood and we would ask
the Council not rezone this property and to keep its existing zoning or consider other designation for this
property.

Thank you,

Darren and Karla Leyenhorst

1245 Sumas Ave.
Sumas WA



